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Welcome Jen and Chantee
Here we are, another year almost done and 
dusted. The day after calving begins is Christmas 
day a farmer once told me which is how it feels, a 
blur of action and now it’s December! The season 
has been kind overall, a little cold possibly, but 
the additional moisture lately has been 
welcome. The practice has experienced growth 
over the last twelve months and we have always 
had confidence in South and Mid-Canterbury 

and the farming sector. This growth and 
confidence is reflected in our decision to bolster 
the team with another vet. Consequently we 
welcome Chantee McCloy and Jennifer Ross to 
the team. Chantee was brought up in Northland 
but her family is originally from Methven.  
Jennifer on the other hand is from further afield, 
as her surname suggests, and hails from 
Scotland. She has been working in Alexandra and 

then Balclutha previously. We look forward to 
these vets starting but we are sad to say goodbye 
to Carla (although a little envious too). Carla is 
heading on a big OE with an exciting trip through 
South America planned. We would like to 
acknowledge her hard work, dedication and 
sound clinical knowledge over the last three 
years.

Getting pregnant
So, when a bull and a cow… or when an AI straw 
and a cow meet the outcome is hopefully a little 
embryo, ripe and healthy, ready to grow into the 
next generation's best milk producer. 

Pregnancy testing is just around the corner. Early 
scans will  be star ting soon. Identifying 
pregnancies early is a great way to help with 
management decisions later on. The information 
can be used to identify the cows that may need to 
be dried off earlier, those that should come home 
from winter grazing earlier and those that can 
stay on a while longer to finish off the crop and 
spare some pasture on farm. It also gives an idea 

of the expected calving pattern, so that you can 
be prepared with your transition and feed 
management.

The first scan is best done between 10 and 13 
weeks after the start of mating, with 12 weeks 
being ideal. If your start of mating was Oct 20th, 
then the best time for your first scan is in early to 
mid-January. This will allow you to identify cows 
pregnant in the first two rounds of AI, or in the 
first 6 weeks of mating (giving you your 6 week 
in-calf rate). Aging pregnancies is the most 
time-efficient and accurate when mating dates 
are readily accessible. LIC have a handy cell 

phone app for vets and farmers that allows easy 
access to data on MINDALIVE. Before your 
scanning is booked make sure that we are in 
synch and have the necessary access to input and 
edit pregnancy testing results, for efficient 
transfer of data.

This coming pregnancy testing season we will 
have another cattle scanner on the go, meaning 
more time slots available for scanning and also 
the potential for two scanners on the bigger jobs 
to save some time.

Are your ewes overdue?!

A quick reminder for all those who used Bionic 
capsules this season, or those considering them 
next year… administering the capsules is only 
half the job, exit drenching ewes as capsule 
coverage wanes is essential. Exit drenching is an 
important step to ensure your realise the 
maximum economic return from capsule use this 
season and into the future. 
Anthelmintic treatment is important for ewes 
approaching lambing time because their 
immune system is under pressure. Worms which 
would not normally cause clinical issues can 
overwhelm these strained defences, draining a 
ewe's energy and milk production. A dual action, 
slow release 100 day capsule, such as Bionic, is a 
good practical solution - far easier than having to 
drench stock every four weeks. A North Island 
study showed Bionic treated ewes were 5.8kg 
heavier at weaning. The improvement in lamb 
weight gain is indirect; better condition, robust 
ewes produce more milk resulting in lambs 
which gained 3.8kgs more by weaning in the 
same study. Feed efficiency helps boost the 
economics further, with fewer skinny ewes 
needing extra, feed can be directed to lambs in 
Autumn leading to faster finishing. 
As with all things worm related we must consider 
resistance development. As a dual action 
product with a prolonged kill time capsules are a 
useful addition to our tool kit to combat worm 
resistance. Treating twin and triplet ewes whilst 
leaving a number of single bearing ewes 

untreated provides a refugia of susceptible 
worms. Combining a capsule with an exit drench 
mitigates any risk of inadvertently promoting 
multi-drug resistant worms. Using Startect or 
Zolvix will kill any remaining worms with 
resistant genes as the capsule starts to wane. 
This avoids contamination of your lamb 
paddocks with any resistant worms further 
protecting your lamb growth rates. We are happy 

to discuss the specifics of how you might 
incorporate capsules into your worming 
program and advise on your exit strategy!
When should you exit drench? If you haven't 
done it yet, you're probably overdue!! The exit 
drench should be administered about 80 days 
after the capsule so it's time to put this job at the 
top of your To Do List.
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Photo legend; With lamb prices continuing to improve year on year drench capsule's return 
on investment continues to pay dividends. 

As most of you know it is a legal requirement to 
use local anaesthetic for all cattle to be dehorned 
or debudded. This applies to all cattle at all ages

We recommend the following:

• Polled sires should be used in preference to 
horned sires.

• Calves should be disbudded (between 2-6 
weeks of age) in preference to dehorning, if 
possible.

• If calves are unable to be disbudded, 
dehorning should be undertaken as early as 
possible (preferably while calves are under 
six months of age). This will maximise 
welfare and minimise any production check.

• Tipping of horns still requires local 
anaesthetic. This is because it is difficult to 
determine the extent of sensitive tissue.

Our vets will use a combination of local 
anaesthetic, sedation and anti-inflammatories 
to achieve safe dehorning for cattle, operators 
and maximise welfare. 

Where no effective head crush is present full 
sedation may be required to enable dehorning to 
take place. This should be done on a cool day (but 
not raining) or early in the day. This makes 
sedation and dehorning safer. While full sedation 
for dehorning is an option our preference is to use 
a good head crush. This is usually easier, faster 
and more cost effective.

Our vets have a can-do attitude but at the same 
time cattle yards need to be safe to work in. This 
applies if you farm 5 animals or 500 animals! So it 
might be time to spend some time on your yards 
so dehorning can take place quickly, efficiently 
and safely.

Local dehorning matters



Hot dogs and onion rings

The festive season is fast approaching and it is starting to heat up here. 
Just remember our furry friends can't cope with the heat as well as we 
can. Dogs don't sweat like us so they rely on panting to keep cool. Heat 
stroke can have fatal consequences so keep your dogs in the shade, 
minimise work outside, always have water available and consider a swim 
in the trough at the end of a run on a hot day. Call ASAP if they are getting 
too hot and can't cool down, they may collapse or start seizuring with 
heat stress.

If you are bringing your dogs into town and they are in the car, make sure 
the windows are down and park in the shade. Minimise time walking on 
hot asphalt and concrete. They can burn their foot pads when it gets hot 
enough. 

There are many risky foods around over the Christmas period. Overeating 
itself can cause a gut upset. Don't let your dogs eat the BBQ leftovers, 
especially cooked bones which can splinter and perforate their bowel, or 
cause issues at the back end. The Christmas surprise no one wants is to 
anaesthetise a dog and perform an enema! Fatty meats are also a known 
risk factor for pancreatitis while the leftover onion rings and garlic can 
damage your dog's red blood cells causing anaemia and death.

Chocolate is another high risk food for dogs. It acts a little like coffee in 
humans but can escalate into fatal seizures. Dark chocolate is the most 
risky, however avoiding all chocolate is best practice. White chocolate is 

high in fat and sugar and can cause diarrhoea. Raisins and grapes, naked 
or coated in chocolate or sugar, can contain an as yet unidentified toxin 
which can permanently damage your dog's kidneys, leading to death. 

Even sugar-free human sweet treats should be avoided in our furry 
friends. Often sugar-free products contain xylitol, which can cause fatal 
liver damage. 

Christmas ornaments and actual Christmas presents can also be eaten, 
especially if you have a cheeky Labrador at home. Try and keep an eye on 
dogs, children and children's toys to make sure nothing extra goes 
missing and we don't have to go fishing!

Our vets will be available for emergencies by calling the clinic phone 
number on 03 693 9060 and following the prompts.

Philip Skinner BVSc  Robyn Skinner BVSc   Thurza Dickson BVSc  Carla Fletcher BVMS BSc  Amy Edwards BVM BVS • • • •

Heifer Humeral Fracture Syndrome: Update
Last year we discussed the concerning syndrome 
of humeral fractures in heifers. These foreleg 
fractures generally occur within 1-2months of 
calving in first lactation heifers. The underlying 
cause is not fully understood, but is likely to be a 
combination of genetics for increased milk 
production, intermittent inadequate or 
unbalanced nutrition, copper deficiency and 
calcium mobilisation for lactation. 

The condition was first diagnosed in 2008 and 
since then approximately 4% of dairy farmers 
have been affected and at least 5000 heifers lost 
with broken legs.  The syndrome is unique to 
New Zealand so we are at the forefront of 
investigating the condition. 

In the majority of locally diagnosed cases copper 
deficiency has been a significant factor. This is a 
timely reminder to make sure that young stock 
have adequate copper for their development. 

Generally calves should get a 10g copper bullet 
at weaning and a 20 gram at 12 months of age. 
Liver biopsies are recommended for heifers 
heading into the winter prior to their first 
calving. This is important. There is a lot of 
demand on them as they are growing both 
themselves as well as their first calf. Call in at the 
clinic to discuss copper requirements for your 
stock.

Massey University researchers have a current 
survey running and all dairy farmers are 
encouraged to participate, whether affected by 
the condition or not. The study is officially 
running for the season starting in 2020. If you 
follow the below link you will find an interesting 
article and a link to the survey.

www.agrisciencer.com/amp/bone-measures-
and-humeral-fractures-in-dairy-heifers

Young stock troubles

Weaning is a stressful time for calves and as with 
any stress, given the right conditions, there is the 
potential for disease outbreak. The weather, diet 
changes, trace element deficiencies and 
exposure to disease causing organisms all have a 
part to play and can result in a significant set-
back for calves.

This year we have had several outbreaks of 
diarrhoea in weaned calves. The main culprits 
have been Coccidia infection (single-celled 
i n t e s t i n a l  p a r a s i t e )  a n d  Y e r s i n i a 
pseudotuberculosis (bacteria). We have also 
seen combination infections. Yersinia bacteria 
are common inhabitants of the gut, and 
generally only become a problem when some 
other stress impairs immunity, or when another 
infection damages the gut. For example, a high 
parasitic worm burden is a common prequel to 
Yersiniosis (disease caused by Yersinia bacteria). 
This year we have seen Coccidia infections 
compromise the gut and lead to secondary 
Yersinia infections. These calves are particularly 
sick, and a high proportion of the group is 

generally affected. Faecal sample testing shows 
the presence of Coccidia organism and culture 
positive for Yersinia.

Anything you can practically do to minimise 
stress and improve immunity around the time of 
weaning and in young stock in general will help 
reduce the chance of these infections taking 
hold. A careful diet transition, making sure 
copper, selenium and B12 levels are optimal, and 
maintaining a strict drenching regime are all 
important considerations. Coccidia control is also 

important. Even when everything is going to 
plan infection can still happen, so keep an eye on 
your calves and if you are noticing concerning 
signs, early testing and treatment is the key to 
minimising damage and getting your calves 
back on track.

Please give us a call if you have any questions 
about your calf health or if you want to discuss 
and set up an animal health plan for your young 
stock.

Beefie Synchrony

Are you interested in using AI for rapid genetic 
improvement in your beef herd? A time effective 
way to use AI within a beef herd is to start with a 
herd synchrony program. This would also help 
tighten up your mating period, ideally leading to 
more cows in calf earlier. These cows would be 
calving down earlier with more time for calves to 
grow before weaning, meaning older and 
heavier calves at sales and more time for 
replacement heifers to reach optimum weights 
prior to their first mating.
Synchrony programs use a mixture of different 
hormonal injections and vaginal insert to get all 
cows to cycle at the same time, and thus have a 
single timed AI date. Three yardings are required; 
two with a vet and one with the AI technician.
This year we have already undertaken a few 
synchrony programs within beef herds of cows 
and heifers. If you are familiar with the non-
cycler program used in dairy cows, it is quite 
similar. However there are a few key differences 
which tailor the program for the higher fertility 
of a beef animal. 
On day one, the cows receive an injection of 
GnRH and a progesterone vaginal insert by the 
vet. 
On day seven, the progesterone vaginal insert is 
removed and an injection of prostaglandin is 

given. Timing is key to get the best results. We 
want this visit to be 56 hours prior to AI for cows, 
and 48 hours prior to AI for heifers.
On day nine, a second injection of GnRH is given 
at the time of AI. All animals in the synchrony 
program are served.
We would expect at least a 60% pregnancy rate 
to conventional AI in a beef herd, with younger 
animals performing better than older animals. 
To best assess the success of your program, we 
recommended an early pregnancy scan 6 weeks 
after the fixed time AI. This would also require 
you to put the bulls out one week after the AI 

date so there is no confusion on aged scanning. 
An alternative way to identify which animals 
conceive to the AI versus natural mating is to use 
DNA testing if all bulls are the same breed or to 
use a different breed of bull out with the herd 
than the AI bull. For example, using Hereford bull 
semen in a Hereford herd for high value Hereford 
replacements, and then an Angus bull to mop up 
(or vice versa). 
If you are interested in discussing a synchrony 
program for your beef herd or booking in an early 
scan to aid management choices of cows until 
calving, please contact us here at Gateway Vets.
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A quick reminder for all those who used Bionic 
capsules this season, or those considering them 
next year… administering the capsules is only 
half the job, exit drenching ewes as capsule 
coverage wanes is essential. Exit drenching is an 
important step to ensure your realise the 
maximum economic return from capsule use this 
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Anthelmintic treatment is important for ewes 
approaching lambing time because their 
immune system is under pressure. Worms which 
would not normally cause clinical issues can 
overwhelm these strained defences, draining a 
ewe's energy and milk production. A dual action, 
slow release 100 day capsule, such as Bionic, is a 
good practical solution - far easier than having to 
drench stock every four weeks. A North Island 
study showed Bionic treated ewes were 5.8kg 
heavier at weaning. The improvement in lamb 
weight gain is indirect; better condition, robust 
ewes produce more milk resulting in lambs 
which gained 3.8kgs more by weaning in the 
same study. Feed efficiency helps boost the 
economics further, with fewer skinny ewes 
needing extra, feed can be directed to lambs in 
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resistance development. As a dual action 
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resistance. Treating twin and triplet ewes whilst 
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untreated provides a refugia of susceptible 
worms. Combining a capsule with an exit drench 
mitigates any risk of inadvertently promoting 
multi-drug resistant worms. Using Startect or 
Zolvix will kill any remaining worms with 
resistant genes as the capsule starts to wane. 
This avoids contamination of your lamb 
paddocks with any resistant worms further 
protecting your lamb growth rates. We are happy 

to discuss the specifics of how you might 
incorporate capsules into your worming 
program and advise on your exit strategy!
When should you exit drench? If you haven't 
done it yet, you're probably overdue!! The exit 
drench should be administered about 80 days 
after the capsule so it's time to put this job at the 
top of your To Do List.
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Local dehorning matters


